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14 February 2021

The Honorable Shane Pendergrass, Chair
Health and Government Operations Committee
Room 241

House Office Building

Annapolis, Maryland 21401

Re: Letter of Support for HB 0469
State-Funded Construction and Major Renovation Projects-Solar Panels-Requirement

Dear Chairwoman Pendergrass:

On behalf of ATA Maryland and the nearly 2,000 Architects we represent, we fully support sustainable strategies in building
design and construction as we collectively work to lessen our impact on the natural world. We support the intent of this bill,
however we believe aspects of the bill may benefit from adopting elements of existing building codes that are not currently
part of Maryland’s energy code, such as adopting appendix CA (Solar-Ready Zone - Commercial) of the International Energy
Conservation Code. This appendix is intended to encourage the installation of renewable energy systems by preparing
buildings for future installation of future equipment, piping and wiring.

Senate Bill 245 enacted in 2013 requires new and major renovation school projects to evaluate the feasibility of the use of
solar technology on the project. This bill allows a waiver that is often submitted subsequent to the analysis done in design
development and rooftop solar collection is not implemented and capacity for accommodating pipes, wires or rooftop arrays
may have been precluded as elements of the design advanced. While we recognize that solar panels do have a limited cost,
planning for and implementing them as part of the initial design is much easier than a later retrofit. The fiscal note clearly
indicates the cost is a small fraction of total project costs and if cost is the primary deterrent, there are paths such as a power
purchase agreement that would eliminate first cost for school districts and enable them to save in lower rates and move our
state toward our renewable energy goals.

We support the state leading by example and considering how to make state funded construction more sustainable. We
support the planning and use of rooftop panels as a means of providing renewable energy for state funded buildings. We
support HBO469 to implement solar arrays on publicly funded buildings and we encourage the use of a cross-disciplinary
and vetted regulation such as IECC for establishing criteria for solar roof arrays through a public regulatory process.
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